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Feedback from some of those who attended the May 2002 YSA Retreat:

Just a few words on this past weekend's retreat! AWESOME! I can't thank the folks in Atlanta, and all of us that attended enough.
You really turned it into a true family experience.  What a great group of people and an awesome event. Cheers to everyone! I was
completely blown away. I enjoyed making so many new friends and getting back in touch with old ones! We should continue to grow
and improve our community and heritage and culture.  If this is an example of the next generation of leaders, I can't wait to see what
else lies ahead.

              Sumit Advani
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Dear YSA Friends,

WOW.  WOW.  WOW.  That about sums up my thoughts on
this past weekend at the YSA Retreat.

What was amazing is that most of us were truly interested in
attending all the forums to learn from each other and contribute
what we know and think.  There seemed to be a general concern
about the dissipation of our culture through our generation and,
with that, a proactive attitude towards making sure that this does
not happen.  Truly inspiring.

The time that the YSA Host committee and presenters put into
this event was not so apparent because everything seemed so
seamless... which is a sign of how much thought really went into
it all... as an attendee, I could not have asked for more or even
expected such a fantastic weekend!  It was a great blend of
learning and fun.  And, everyone came with such a friendly and
open attitude which created a flavor to the weekend - unique and
memorable.

I am still on a "high" from the YSA Retreat... Sincerely look
forward to staying in touch with you and continuing the dialogue
here... Take care & bye for now...

--THANK YOUs--
***Thank you to the entire YSA Host Committee (Amar, Amit,
Anil, Bobby, Dinesh, Jenny, Neelu, Neetu, Paras, Sameer,
Varsha, Vishal) who made sure our stay in Atlanta was perfect.
***Thank you to everyone who presented and taught us
valuable information during the retreat (Gul Agha, Anand,
Anjali, Dimple, Jacky, Jenny, Kanchan, Kavita, Minar, Munawar
Laghari, Vijay).
***Thank you to Anupa and Anil, our amazing moderators,
who initiated this forum and brought us all together to continue
our journeys through life and learning about our roots.
***Thank you to all the new friends I/we made this past
weekend - I feel very connected to each of you.  To those who
were not able to attend - thank you for continuing to be involved
in the forum and we will meet the next time around if not
sooner!

Natasha Alimchandani

I just wanted to say "Thank You" to everyone who made this
event happen.  I don't think I have EVER attended an event that
was so enjoyable and memorable, it will be a LONG LONG
time before the memories of this event start to fade.

I was actually not planning to come to this event at first, however
am really glad that I finally decided to come. If Varsha had not
called me every 3 days to ask me if I was coming I don't think I
would have. Thanks Varsha!

The host committee did an EXCELLENT job of putting this
event together and I think all the attendees did an even better
job of actively participating in each of the events. It is very rare to
see such genuine and active participation amongst people,
especially from Sindhi's!!! In a way this event was almost surreal.
There is nothing I would have wanted different in the
programme and there was never a second that I was ever bored.
AMAZING job everyone.

I have attended a large number of social and professional
functions before, however never before have I met such a large
group of quality people. Everyone I met at the event amazed me
in one way or the other, also everyone I met was unbelievably
nice and easy to get along with.  The energy, participation and
efforts made by EVERYBODY who attended this function was
really amazing.  There will be a lot of people I'll be keeping in
touch with from this event.

I will have a lot of memories from this event, like singing
Amitabh Bachan songs in the middle of a hotel lobby at the top
of my lungs. :-)

Thank you again to all those people mentioned in Natasha's
email and to everyone who came to this event.

For all those who did not come. You really missed out on a great
event, I wish you all could have made it as I would have loved to
meet the rest of you. Please try and make it to the next event
because I know it will only be better!

Sunil Dadlani
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I've been softly chastised for
being a "shadow" on  this listerv,
but now I feel compelled to
write.  I couldn't agree more!!
Having been to my share of
these things in the past (Net-IP,
Sammelan, etc.) I can truly say
what an amazing, thought-
provoking, and stimulating
weekend this was.

Some favorite moments:
- Simon Sindhi and his crazy
'fro
- The impromptu medley of
hindi hits from the past few
years in the lobby on sunday
- The folk ballad played on
saturday's session about the
history of Sindh
- The constant laughing,
chattering, picture taking,
smiling, learning, spiritualizing
(is that a word?), hugging,
singing, grooving, etc etc. (note
sleeping is missing from this
list!)

Thanks again to everyone who
made this weekend possible!

Jasmine Mahtani

I know its been said over and over again, but I
wanted to say it once more!!! WOW!!!  This
weekend was amazing!!!  I was very reluctant to
go to Atlanta at first, but I'm glad I did.  The
whole weekend was enlightening... the different
forums and programs were very interesting and
I was surprised that everyone was so involved.  I
want to thank all of the individuals that made
this first YSA retreat happen and that it will go
on for years to come.

I just want to tell you, got up this morning, went
to work and haven't stopped talking about my
weekend experience with my co-workers,
friends and family. Vijay your workout has
really killed me, my whole body is in pain (I
guess I'm really out of shape!!!!!... I better get
going to the gym!!!)  Bobby, I give you credit for
being at that desk for sooo many hrs andtaking
all that abuse from all of us who didn't want to
take the ID pic.  Simon Sindhi..I hope u have
changed ur opinion about the whole "high
maintenance"comment!!!! But thanx for the
menu request!!!!  Well I better end here
because I could just go on and on...

Got a few good pictures will post them soon. U
all take care, and if u ever come down to
Miami, please do get in touch.

Meenakshi Nathurmall

Hey all!

Its 3:15 in the morning, in London, and
I can't sleep...! So I thought I would add
to the list of Thank-yous for such a great
Retreat!

THANK YOU for an amazing
weekend. I came with no expectations
and left with great memories, tons of
thought provoking ideas, new
friendships and lots of photographs!
Oh, and of course the most important -
recipes for loli and sindhi curry!

Thanks to all the organizers for making
the event all that it was, and of course to
everyone who attended. I have to agree,
I really enjoyed meeting and interacting
with such an interesting group of YSA.

The ideas and topics that came about in
the discussion groups were very valuable
and I hope to continue the debates on-
line with all those who attended and
share them with those who were unable
to make it.

I look forward to keeping in touch with
you and keeping those memories alive...

Kiran Panjabi
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Wow! is correct. I was in disbelief all weekend, and more so now that I am back home
after such an incredible weekend!

>Atlanta Host Committee – YOU ROCK!  Every single one of you has displayed such
dedication, commitment, and passion in making our first YSA Retreat so flawless in
every aspect.  Thank you for giving life to the objectives of the YSA and making it a
reality.  Thank you for the example that you have set for our future YSA Retreats.
>YSA Presenters – Every session was incredibly informative.  Thank you for all the
effort that you have put in to bringing us our culture, history, rich heritage, rituals, and
language.  All of you helped in fitting all the tiny pieces in to this large puzzle and
presenting to us a complete and beautiful picture of the Sindhi Culture.
>YSA Friends – You have left me completely moved & speechless.  Thank you for
bringing life into what was a virtual community.  Thank you for being present and
participating in all the sessions and activities.  Thank you for your support.
>YSA Supporters – Thank you for all the ways in which you have helped in making
our event a success.
>Anil (Mr. Moderator hmmmmmm...Simon Sindhi?) - Thank you for your vision.
Need I say more?

I can hardly find the appropriate words to express how all of you have helped in
making this dream and vision of creating a new and improved community a reality.
We have come a complete circle in just 9 months.  It started with Anil and myself
wanting to create such a forum for Young Sindhis, it built with members participating
on line, then an amazing committee that put our first gathering together, and now each
one of you giving back to us that much more in return. I can not think of anything
more fulfilling and rewarding than what you all have done in your own individual ways
for the YSA.

Thank you!

Anupa Nagrani

P.S. while in silent disbelief and amazement, I did manage to get acquainted and made
new friendships with many of you...please do keep in touch and do come and visit us
Californians!
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 “I Dream of Sindh”

Following is a series of e-mails that may serve to illustrate some of the dialogue that takes places on our forum:
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“How can we help Sindh?”

As a result of the ‘I Dream of Sindh’ conversations, two questions arose – following are Nadeem Jamali’s answers:


