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Feedback from some of those who attended the May 2002 YSA Retreat:

Hi Anil,

Congratulations on the excellent arrangements that showed the careful planning and execution by you, Varsha and everyone else in
Atlanta. This was the most enthusiastic and focused group of Sindhis | have encountered anywhere. | was impressed by the breadth
of the international participation -- the young Oxford graduate who is a barrister from London, a graduate student in Forestry, an
accounts executive at some N.Y.C. brokerage, a health professional from L.A., and many other participants from Hong Kong
Carribean and even Africa -- all near the beginning of their busy professional lives, but taking out time to learn more. They showed a
remarkable depth of commitment to discovering more about their roots, while exuding a certain Sindhi fragrance that they have
inherited.

The work that everyone put into the program ensured that it would not be just a social function, but participants would come away
with a better understanding about their Sindhi heritage, history, culture and so on, and even take away a few Sindhi recipes and
traditions shown in the demos that they can use at home while at it! The CD you put out was also very worthy.

| was also very humbled by the appreciative response to my presentations. Certainly, | will put'Next Year' on the top of my list of
Sindhi meetings to commit to!

jhule laali, bberraa paari!
sadaaiin ggaddu

Gul Agha

1. I'm proud to be Sindhi - for every negative stereotype, there are two positives.

THANK YOU: Anil & Anupa for 'making' me do that presentation ;-)

2. How to make Lolis and Sindhi Curry - soon enough I'm going to take time out and make some on my own (or with the assistance
of our Spice Girls, who are conveniently visiting London this week ...)

THANK YOU: Sindhi Spice Girls

3. That Sindh is a rich, historical, fascinating homeland and somewhere | must visit soon.

THANK YOU: Dr. Gul Agha

4. 1t's cool to belt out Hindi Filmi songs in the middle of a hotel lobby.

THANK YQU: Varsha and the people at The W

9. How to get more out of my work outs.

THANK YOU: V-Fil

6. Anil & Amar's mom is the coolest!

THANK YQU: Mrs Vaswani

7. Preparing and giving a presentation is actually a lot of fun and very rewarding when you see people get something out of it.
THANK YOU: Jacky, Amar, Anupa

8. | could not have made all these new friends, learned so much, and had such a great time without the vision of our Commander in
Chief.

BIG THANK YOU: Anil Vaswani

9. How much effort, dedication and energy went into making the Retreat a most memorable, rockin' weekend for all of us.
THANK YOU: Host Committee

10. YSA folks rock! Can't wait to see you all and another new 125 people at the next gig.

THANK YOU: Everyone who made it out to Atlanta

Anand Panjabi

Just a few words on this past weekend's retreat! AWESOME! | can't thank the folks in Atlanta, and all of us that attended enough.
You really turned it into a true family experience. What a great group of people and an awesome event. Cheers to everyone! | was
completely blown away. | enjoyed making so many new friends and getting back in touch with old ones! We should continue to grow
and improve our community and heritage and culture. If this is an example of the next generation of leaders, | can't wait to see what
else lies ahead.

SumitAdvani
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Dear YSA Friends,

WOW. WOW. WOW. That about sums up my thoughts on
this past weekend at the YSA Retreat.

What was amazing is that most of us were truly interested in
attending all the forums to learn from each other and contribu

what we know and think. There seemed to be a general cond r|l1

about the dissipation of our culture through our generation an
with that, a proactive attitude towards making sure that this do
not happen.Truly inspiring.

The time that the YSA Host committee and presenters put in
this event was not so apparent because everything seemed s(
seamless... which is a sign of how much thought really went ing
it all... as an attendee, | could not have asked for more or eve|
expected such a fantastic weekend! It was a great blend of
learning and fun. And, everyone came with such a friendly an
openattitude which created a flavor to the weekend - unique 3
memorable.

I am still on a "high" from the YSA Retreat... Sincerely look
forward to staying in touch with you and continuing the dialogu
here... Take care & bye for now...

--THANK YOUs--

***Thank you to the entire YSA Host Committearfiar, Amit,
Anil, Bobby, Dinesh, Jenny\eelu,Neetu,ParasSameer,
Varshayishal) who made sure our stay in Atlanta was perfect.
***Thank you to everyone who presented and taught us
valuable information during the retre@&yl Agha,Anand,

Anjali, Dimple, Jacky, Jenn§KanchanKavita, Minar, Munawar
Laghari, Vijay).

***Thank you to Anupa and Anil, our amazing moderators,
who initiated this forum and brought us all together to continug
our journeys through life and learning about our roots.
***Thank you to all the new friends I/we made this past
weekend - | feel very connected to each of you. To those wh
were not able to attend - thank you for continuing to be involvd
in the forum and we will meet the next time around if not
sooner!

indhiAdults.org

| just wanted to say "Thank You" to everyone who made this
event happen. | don't think | have EVER attended an event that
was so enjoyable and memorable, it will be a LONGNG

time before the memories of this event start to fade.
te

erhVas actually not planning to come to this event at first, however

4 am really glad that | finally decided to comeVHirsha had not

=é called me every 3 days to ask me if | was coming | don't think |

"~ would have. Thankgarsha!

The host committee did an EXCELLENT job of putting this

o event together and | think all the attendees did an even better
job of actively participating in each of the events. It is very rare to

b see such genuine and active participation amongst people,

h especially from Sindhi's!!! In a way this event was almost surreal.
There is nothing | would have wanted different in the

d programme and there was never a second that | was ever bored.

ndAMAZING job everyone.

| have attended a large number of social and professional
functions before, however never before have | met such a large
group of quality people. Everyone | met at the event amazed me
in one way or the other, also everyone | met was unbelievably
nice and easy to get along with. The energy, participation and
efforts made by EVERYBODY who attended this functizes
really amazing. There will be a lot of people I'll be keeping in
touch with from this event.

| will have a lot of memories from this event, like singing
AmitabhBachan songs in the middle of a hotel lobby at the top
of my lungs. :-)

Thank you again to all those people mentioned in Natasha's
email and to everyone who came to this event.

For all those who did not come. You really missed out on a great
event, | wish you all could have made it as | would have loved to
meet the rest of you. Please try and make it to the next event

4 because | know it will only be better!

h

Sunil Dadlani

NatashaAlimchandani

With its genesis just a few months ago — look how much has been
couldn’t have been any better. It was perfect !!!

these words come to mind while thinking of the YSA Retreat.

achieved and how far we can go — To put it plainly — the retreat

The weekend was extremely well planned — The right city with the right people and the right weather !!! Had a good mix of events —
discussions, presentations, debates, Q & A sessions expressing vividly the sindhi thought and stance on - religion, civilization
history, culture and outlining the rich Sindhi heritage. Several thought-provoking ideas were bought to the fore and add to this good
food, good music/dance, drinks galore and of course great people for a smashing good time!!! | was pretty amazed at everybody's
attitude and enthusiasm - its pretty cool to be a part of a group that takes Partying as seriously as Satyanarayana pooja - So we

balanced the ying & the yang!!!

I've made quite a few acquaintances and some good friends in this trip & I'm glad | showed up. Thanks to my cousins & friends for

pushing me

This retreat definitely gives credence to the timeless adage - SINDHI's RULE!

Wanted to thank each and every one of you for making this happen — A special thank you & hats off to the host committee for the
vision, dedication and the countless sacrifices and hours spent to make this happen.
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I'm pretty certain this trip will be etched in my memory for a long time to come. Sindhi Simon with the afro says — " lets all make it to
the retreat next year too!!! Did somebody say — ON A CRUISE !!!

Still on a YSA High!!! (& need to recover with some much needed sleep !!!)

I've been softly chastised for
being a "shadowbn thislisterv,
but now | feel compelled to
write. | couldn't agree more!!
Having been to my share of
these things in the past (Net-IP,
Sammelan, etc.) | can truly say
what an amazing, thought-
provoking, and stimulating
weekend this was.

Some favorite moments:

- Simon Sindhi and his crazy
'fro

- The impromptu medley of
hindi hits from the past few
years in the lobby osunday

- The folk ballad played on
saturdajs session about the
history of Sindh

- The constant laughing,
chattering, picture taking,
smiling, learning, spiritualizing
(is that a word?), hugging,
singing, grooving, etetc. (note
sleeping is missing from this
list!)

Thanks again to everyone who
made this weekend possible!

JasmineMahtani

Friends & Family,

| know its been said over and over again, but |
wanted to say it once more!!! WOW!!! This
weekend was amazing!!! | was very reluctant to
go to Atlanta at first, but I'm glad | did. The
whole weekend was enlightening... the different
forums and programs were very interesting and
| was surprised that everyone was so involved.
want to thank all of the individuals that made
this first YSA retreat happen and that it will go
on for years to come.

| just want to tell you, got up this morning, went
to work and haven't stopped talking about my
weekend experience with my co-workers,
friends and family. Vijay your workout has
really killed me, my whole body is in pain (I
guess I'm really out of shape!!!l... | better get
going to the gym!!!) Bobby, | give you credit for
being at that desk f@ooo many hrandtaking
all that abuse from all of us who didn't want to
take the IDpic. SimonSindhi.l hope u have
changedir opinion about the whole "high
maintenance"comment!!!! Buhanx for the
menu request!!!! Well | better end here
because | could just go on and on...

Got a few good pictures will post them soon. U
all take care, and if u ever come down to
Miami, please do get in touch.

MeenakshiNathurmall

Neeraj Alimchandan

Hey all!

Its 3:15 in the morning, in London, and
| can't sleep...! So | thought | would add
to the list of Thankrous for such a great
Retreat!

THANK YOU for an amazing
weekend. | came with no expectations
and left with great memories, tons of
thought provoking ideas, new
friendships and lots of photographs!
Oh, and of course the most important -
recipes fotoli andsindhi curry!

Thanks to all the organizers for making
the event all that it was, and of course to
everyone who attended. | have to agree,
| really enjoyed meeting and interacting
with such an interesting group of YSA.

The ideas and topics that came about in
the discussion groups were very valuable
and | hope to continue the debates on-
line with all those who attended and
share them with those who were unable
to make it.

I look forward to keeping in touch with
you and keeping those memories alive...

Kiran Panjabi

As the refreshing Ms. Alimchandani so eloquently stated, "WOW!" | personally am still on a euphoric high. The reward, for me, was
the result of the event. Like another one of our friends who was sorely missed, Nadeem Jamali, said: "This is our Woodstock."
Simply put, no words need be spoken if you were there.

Life is about two things, disposition and balance. In terms of balance, there was an abundance of educational, social, and networking
opportunities. | was glad to see that everyone took full & complete advantage of these opportunities and made the YSA Retreat

memorable. More importantly though was everyone's desire, open mindedness, and approachability. Approachability was one of the
key words that defined the weekend and what a great concept! :-))

Without these positive attitudes, WE have nothing. Not wanting to sound like a guru or a preacher or even like I'm giving a sermon, |
have to say this. The premise of the stock market is buy low, sell high. In real estate, it's location, location, location. If one had to
summarize life in one word, it would be disposition, disposition, disposition! Rarely do we see a combination of quantity and quality,
but then again the YSA Retreat has its standard and it's not your daddy's old sammelan! (With all due respect) What a classic

the YSA, that should thank you for not only coming, but for being proactive throughout the weekend at EACH and EVERY session.
You put your hearts and souls into it showing more dedication than we expected. A lot of you also helped out in the pre-planning
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stages by arriving in Atlanta a few days earlier, with the presentations and with last minute things that needed to be done when you
didn't have to. I's a team effort, so | humbly join my hands, in thanking all of you! :-) Speaking of which, we should all join our hands
to Dr. Gul Agha and Munawar Laghari for giving us what were priceless gifts that go beyond words.

That doesn't even begin to cover the tip of the iceberg. | won't go on and on; you just had to be there! Whew! WOW! WE made it.
There's one more w that deserves recognition; a Special Thank You to the W Hotel and its staff.

[ truly enjoyed meeting everyone and hope to stay in touch with my extended family. If any of you ever get to Atlanta, please feel free

to call. See you all at the next gig! It was the best of times! It is the best of times!
Group Hug,

AmaR -
Vaswani

Wow! is correct. | was in disbelief all weekend, and more so now that | am back horhe
after such an incredible weekend!

>Atlanta Host Committee — YOU ROCK! Every single one of you has displayed such
dedication, commitment, and passion in making our first YSA Retreat so flawless in
every aspect. Thank you for giving life to the objectives of the YSA and making it a
reality. Thank you for the example that you have set for our future YSA Retreats.
>YSA Presenters — Every session was incredibly informative. Thank you for all the
effort that you have put in to bringing us our culture, history, rich heritage, rituals, andl
language. All of you helped in fitting all the tiny pieces in to this large puzzle and
presenting to us a complete and beautiful picture of the Sindhi Culture.

>YSA Friends — You have left me completely moved & speechless. Thank you for
bringing life into what was a virtual community. Thank you for being present and
participating in all the sessions and activities. Thank you for your support.

>YSA Supporters — Thank you for all the ways in which you have helped in making
our event a success.

>Anil (Mr. Moderatorhmmmmmm...Simon Sindhi?) - Thank you for your vision.
Need | say more?

| can hardly find the appropriate words to express how all of you have helped in
making this dream and vision of creating a new and improved community a reality.
We have come a complete circle in just 9 months. It started with Anil and myself
wanting to create such a forum for YouBimdhis, it built with members participating

on line, then an amazing committee that put our first gathering together, and now edch

one of you giving back to us that much more in retuganl not think of anything
more fulfilling and rewarding than what you all have done in your own individual way§
for the YSA.

Thank you!
Anupa Nagrani

P.S. while in silent disbelief and amazement, | did manage to get acquainted and mpde
5

new friendships with many of you...please do keep in touch and do come and visit u
Californians!

WOW would be such an
understatement!

A thousand WOWSs may not begin to
describe the weekend, and the
impact it had on all of us.

Simon bows to Dr. Gul Agha and to
Munawar Laghari - they opened our
eyes like never before - | hope we all
remember what we learned from
them.

Simon bows to all the volunteers,
presenters and host committee
members - it was this shared energy
and the disposition to do whatever it
took, however it took, to make this
dream a reality.

Simon bows to the W Hotel and its
staff, Eleven 50, and everyone else
who supported our maiden venture -
these critical components were the
setting for our amazing interaction.

Simon bows to the YSA and its
members, and all those who attended
- Wow!

God Bless....

Anil Vaswani
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Following is a series of e-mails that may serve to illustrate some of the dialogue that takes places on our forum:

Anupa Nagrani:

After the history of Sindh sessions at the YSA
Retreat, and interacting with Dr. Agha, Mr.
Laghari, Hassan Ali, and Farouq Sumro, |
have to admit being seduced into taking a
trip to Sindh, some day soon, when it's safe.
Does any one else feel the same way?

This afternoon, a friend visited me with
another friend | hadn't met before. Out of
the blue, we had a conversation about Sindh,
and the friend mentioned that he grew up in
Karachi, frequented Hyderabad, and goes
hiking every time he visits.

During the retreat, Hassan Ali kept insisting
we plan a visit to Sindh next year, to see and
feel Sindh and more importantly, experience
the hospitality of the local Sindhis. Farouq
mentioned he goes back often, and when he
does, he takes his son on a wild life safari.

| have heard that there is a very popular
bakery either in Karachi or in Hyderabad
called 'The Bombay Bakery' which was in
existence years prior to partition and is still
going strong.

So... we polish up our Sindhi, pray for peace,
and plan a visit next year?

Anand Thadani:

Along with everyone else | too amin on
visiting the land of Sindh. Somehow the
more | think of my interactions with Dr.
Agha and Mr. Laghari for me personally, two
pictures emerge. One of the land of sindh,
the culture, the customs, the language, the
songs and everything associated with the
land. These are things | would long to see
and experience.

Somehow though, | felt a big disconnect
when listening to Mr. Laghari. | do not
anderstand and have been trying to
anderstand why | have this indifference with
the suffering of the people there. Maybe it is
because | have always associated myself with
India as my land and not Sindh. Though we
may speak the same language, follow more
or less the same customs ..... Man, the more |
think of it the more it makes my mind go

I mean if given an option to choose to help,
in whatever little way, the people of Sindh or
India (and yes.... | am the miserly guy who
will help only one of the two), where should
my priorities lie? Personally, | would say
India. But then the more you think of it and
realize that Sindh is where your parents and
grandparents come from. For me, it simply
gets more and more confusing. Sooner or
later with everyone’s help, | sure will figure it
out. Does anyone else feel this way, or is it
justme?!?!

Amar vaswani:

I'min Anupa! Check out some art, sing some
songs, take in the essence, in our lifetime,
Sindh is a must see! This brings back
memories of the YSA in its infancy (when we
were only a handful and could actually name
each YSA Member). | had suggested it in one
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“| Dream of Sindh”

of my earliest postings and remember
getting several positive responses. How
awesome would it be to actually stand in the
same place our parents did; imagine our
parents just a few years ago!

Many still have family there. | know my
grandfather and uncles owned the best
balkery in town baby, Bluebird Bakery! That's
great, we'll go on tour of all the bakeries and
satisfy our sweet teeth. After that we'll host
chai time, enjoy all the delicious foods, and
finally paint the town red. Not only will we
(as Anupa said) pray but we'll BRING peace
and good will as true YSA Ambassadors! I'm
getting too excited already. Anyway, that's
just a preview! Let's do the impossible and
coordinate our schedules first and then go
from there, but definitely a great idea!

One final note, the women of Sindh, God
have mercy! Now | definitely need to brush
Jp on my Sindhi!

By the way, how about a Women of the YSA
Calendar? | thinkit's a fabulous idea and
we'll donate proceeds to charity. I'm not
kidding! Guys & girls, let me know your
thoughts. It will so rock!

Jaysica:

One of my Aunts married a man from
Karachi who had hidden with a Muslim
family during the separation. His family
stayed in Sindh and continued on their ball-
bearing factory, which is still successful
today. Their son, my cousin emigrated to
New York to be with his sister and her
husband and to get an education. He
returned to Pakistan and met a sindhi girl
there whom he is now arranged to marry and
is madly in love with. They are getting
married in February and I'm going for the
first time to visit the motherland. | can't
wait, not only for the opportunity to see my
family, and to see my cousin marry, but to
kiss the ground of the land that is rightfully
my home. | might get a few strange looks
but who cares, | might not get another
opportunity. I'm very concerned about the
tension there, but my cousin tells me that
the people hardly notice it there. He believes
this is all talk and that everything should
blow over without any one getting hurt. I'm
not too sure, but then this conflict has been
going on for a very long time.

Reshma Mirpuri

Wow Nadeem, after reading your post | feel
more patriotic. | was thinking of making a
trip to India on December and hoping to
make it to Sindh but somehow always
thought there would be some hindrance...
like political situation or something.

Now that Anupa has brought into light
about making a trip there, and if we all go
bearing the YSA name to make Sindh back
into its salad-days (expecting too much,
aren't ) | have confidence we can make a
difference.. and finally recognize our
homeland for what it really is.

If there is a change to make... we should start
now when we have the opportunity... who

knows what could happen... YSA needs to get
serious... Time to get busy >eops!

Anjali Nagrani:

Words *fail* me when | try to express my
feelings towards my "matrabhoomi"
¢motherland)..... India :) The tears that come
to my eyes when | listen to "Aye mere vatan
ke logon" or the fierce pride that overcomes
me when India wins a cricket match or
simply the feeling of 'belonging' that |
experience each and every time | visit is
beyond words. On just one visit, one *feels*
the entire gamut of emotions, one *sees*the
whole spectrum of colours/
races/faces/society, one *smells* the
complete range of scents / odours ,
fragrances, etc (cow dung included!
D) L T could go on and *try® to
describe how each of the senses is *so*
affected but again, words do an injustice.

There is no doubt that an overwhelming
majority of us first and second generation
NRI Sindhis have stronger feelings towards
India than they do towards Sindh.... but why
do you think this is the case? And who do
you think is to be held accountable for this?
(if anyone at all). Although | cannot speak
for everyone, | would venture to guess a lot
of it has to do with our upbringing at home
(and the emphasis on our roots), then the
society in which we dwell (our local Sindhi
communities) and then external factors such
as the media (patriotic films, songs, bands,
teams, etc). Forexample, | could rattle off 20
patriotic songs about Bharat in a heartbeat
but had never even had the opportunity to
*hear* anything similarly emotive or moving
about Sindh - UNTIL Dr Gul Agha's
presentation - when several of us were
moved to tears by the song "Deena
dukhyala" which he played for us. That was
*truly* a memorable moment for many of us.
The YSA forum and the Retreat have made a
lot of us question this blind loyalty and
patriotism and wonder if it should be
directed towards Sindh in the first instance?
When all my family and friends ask me " so
how was Atlanta? And what was the Retreat
like? " .... one of my first responses (filled
with exuberance!) is........."We made it *cool*
to be Sindhil!!" ) I've *always* wanted to
visit Hyderabad and walk the streets my
grandparents walked - for as long as | can
remember! But I've never wanted to do so as
badly as | do now...... after everything | have
learned and everything more that | am now
tempted to learn. So what are we waiting for
peoples??? Now that we've exhausted all
the possibilities - lets get started!!
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“How can we help Sindh?”

As a result of the ‘I Dream of Sindh’ conversations, two questions arose — followiNgaggenmlamali's answers:

Given the choice, do we help India or do we help Sindh?

I have felt this conflict having lived in North America most of
my adult life. | base my priorities on the following factors:

1. Who needs my help more.

2. Who will value my help more.

3. Whatisitto me.

4. What about contributing to my adopted homeland.

1. Who needs my help more?

This is an important question for all responsible human beings
to ask. Definitely Sindh. Not only because Sindh, unlike the
US, is an occupied territory, but also because if | don't help
Sindh, no one else would. There are Americans of all shades
and colors who are patriotic toward their country. If Sindhis
don't feel something toward Sindh, then there is no one else
who would. | also think about this in terms of nations and
sections of societies that are meant to play different roles in
the lives of nations. That a particularly capable section of
Sindhi society has to live away from the mainland is not just
coincidental. Itis part of a scheme to weaken and enslave the
remaining Sindhis and occupy their rich land. Every nation has
its share of capable people, which depends largely on the
society as a whole. The elite of Sindhi society is something
that emerged from the society, and did so because of what the
society was like. The good qualities that the society's elites
had were supported and nurtured by the society. It is
unnatural and unfair to have the elite of a society that valued
and rewarded the best of qualities to be separated from the
society that nurtured them.

2. Who will value my help more? | think Sindh. US has far
more people in very good positions to help their country, and
they do. Sindh has hardly anyone. The impact one's little help
can make in Sindh and the love and respect one gets from
grateful Sindhis cannot be matched by the bland
acknowledgement of "service to the nation" one might receive
from the US, India, Pakistan or where ever else.

3. What is it to me? If Sindhi cultural heritage - on which an
important part of my identity is based - is to survive, it is
going to be in Sindh. No matter how much diasporic
communities of Sindhis try, they cannot sustain a rich heritage
away from the environment in which it was born. Not to
mention thatif Sindhi heritage disappears in Sindh, it will
have disappeared for ever. Sindhi heritage has to be protected
and it has to thrive in Sindh for it to survive. If | want Sindhi
heritage to continue to exist, | have to be a part of the efforts
that help it survive. Why me? Because there are very few
people who have a stake init, and who are capable of helping.
This means that every individual counts. Also, the qualities of
tolerance and harmony that have evolved in Sindhi society
have something to offer to the wider world today. If Sindhi
heritage dies, so does its ability to contribute to the world.
Unfortunately, Pakistan's political ideology is in direct conflict
with the survival of Sindhi heritage. Destruction of Sindhi
heritage is an explicit part of Pakistani "national agenda",
which is to create a vanilla Islamic identity for all who live in
the country. This fact ties the protection of Sindhi heritage
with the emancipation of Sindhis in general. Besides, how can
we expect an enslaved nation to sustain the richness of Sindhi
heritage.

4. What about contributing to my adopted homeland? |
should help my adopted homeland in ways that are most
needed, mostvalued, and I should contribute towards things
that | value.

How can we help Sindh from here?

As for helping Sindh, it isn't an easy thing to do. The problems Sindh faces
are the sort that need state institutions. All such institutions in Sindh have
been hijacked. Even the Sindhis working in state institutions are carefully
screened before being hired to ensure that they feel little if any loyalty to
Sindh and Sindhis. It's not out of the ordinary to be asked direct questions
about your political views in interviews for jobs or even admission to college.
f you give the wrong answer, you're out. So, the less patriotic, less honest,
and less conscientious people are hired on purpose to poorly serve Sindh.
So, the way one can help Sindh is by bringing world attention to Sindh and
Sindhis, the way people did for South Africa, East Timor, and the way people
are doing for Tibet. There are different levels at which we can contribute:

1. Wherever possible, make it a point to identify ourselves as Sindhis. This
may not seem like much, but considering how many people we meet every
day, and the quality of people we meet, it can have a significant impact. |
have seen so many Sinchi names in the press in the last few years, but
hardly ever have | seen them identify themselves as Sindhis. Not only will
such identification help others learmn about the contributions of Sindhis, it will
also help those living in Sindh, who have been made to think that they are
the scum of the earth for being "bad Muslims" overcome the effects of such
attacks. You cannot imagine how much strength they will get from the
knowledge that there are successful Sindhis around the world.

2. Give exposure to Sindhi art and cultural heritage. Expose yourself and
your friends or a larger audience that you might have access to, to Sindhi
music and literature. Tell people about the great tradition of tolerance and
harmony in Sindh through millennia, and how it is under threat in its place of
birth. Make people realize what the world will be losing if Sindhi culture were
to disappear.

3. Help build a market for Sindhi cultural heritage. This can have a very
important impact. Part of Pakistan's strategy for destroying Sindhi heritage
is to starve out the artists and artisans. If we can help build a market for
their products intemationally, with rewards going back to the actual
producers, it will encourage a new generation to carry on the tradition.

Some practical things that can be done include bringing good traditiona
musicians from Sindh to perform at Sindhi and other events. One can
organize exhibitions of Sindhi arts and crafts, and so on.

4 Finally, get involved in more direct activism. Adopt the role of an
ambassador of Sindh. Educate yourself about the oppression of Sindhis and
their cultural genocide, and lobby for Sindhi interests. Bring up Sindh on
public fora, start letter-writing campaigns, meet your local congressman,
senator as a representative of Sindh, organize protests when Pakistani
leaders come to your part of the world. There are a variety of issues on
which one can campaign. Cultural strangulation is just one example. By
building dams on the Indus upstream, Pakistan has caused an
environmental catastrophe in Sindh. The delta's mangrove forests are
already destroyed; sea intrusion is destroying more land every day. Beyond
the environmental impact, this has had a devastating effect on Sindh's
economy, and even the people's psyche. Sindhis are a river nation. Their
hearts and minds are tied to the river. They worship the Indus. Just imagine
what happens to a nation whose God is taken hostage by someone. That is
how Sindhis feel today. You can campaign for religious rights. Sindhis'
native religious traditions are not recognized in Pakistan, and they are forced
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